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ouyxwpnTtikéTNTa BpiokeTal og mepiontn B€on, 1000 OTIC Opnokeieg, oo kal ota Sidgo-

pa NOIk& @IAoco@Ikd cuoTtruaTta. evikd, agopd oTnV EAeVOEPN TTPOOWTIIKY ATTOCTACI-

omoinon and cuvaloOriuaTa opyng Kal HvnoIKaKiag mpog dtopo 1 dtopa mou Siémpa&av

kamola adikia. H kUpla Yuxoloyikr AelToupyia TG ocuyxwpenong eival 0Tl EMTPEMEL TNV
AVTIKATACTACN apVNTIKWV amd BeTIKA cuvalobripata, 6mwe n yevvalodwpia, N GUUTOVIA, n Kalo-
ouvn, n evouvaiodnon rfi/kal n aydmnn mpog tov adiknoavta. Mpémnet va TovioTei 6Ti eival ave§dp-
™NTN TNG SUMPIAiwong kal dev gival amdwg avoxr, SikatoAdynon, dpvnon, umotipnon, ARon, i a-
pvroteuon. Evoowuyikég Stadikaoieg ival Kal IKavEG Kal avayKaieg yia va odnyrnoouv oTn ouyxw-
pnon, av kat evdéxetal va emnpedlovtal and moAUTTAOKA S1ampoowTTikd @alvoueva. H ouyxpovn
€peuva avayvwpilel apkeTEC SIOOTACELG TNG CLYXWPNTIKOTNTAC, Ol OTTOIEC TIPETEL va SlaKpivovTal
MeTA&L TOUG, aPoL SLaPEPOUV Kal WG TTPOC TIG AITIEC KAl WC TTIPOG TA ATTOTEAECUATA TOUG. H BeTIKA
EMOPAON TNG CLUYXWPNTIKOTNTAG ETTE TNEG YUXIKNAG LYEiag €xel mapatnpenOsi and malaid, aAAd n
anémelpa EMOTNHOVIKAG SlEpEUVNONG TWV OXECEWV CLUYXWPNTIKOTNTAG Kal YuxomaBoloyiag givat
oAU mpdo@atn. Ta TeheuTaia Xpovia uTTdpxel £vag SlapKwG auavopevog aplBuodg pyaciwy mou
empBePaiwvouyv Tig eMwEeeic emMOPACEL TNG CLUYXWPENTIKOTNTAG O€ €va PV PACUA OYEWV TNG
YUXIKNG vyeiag Kal vegiag, av Kat ol UTTOKEiMEVOL pnxaviopoi dev eival MANPWG SIEVKPLVIOUEVOL.
H BeTiki oxéon HeTall ouyxwpnTIKOTNTAG KAl YUXIKAG Lyeiag Ba pmopoloe va Stapecolafeital
ME AUEOOUC KAl EUUECOUE UNXAVIOUOUE TTou aAAnAemdpolv T06co oTn Bloloyikr, 600 Kal oTnv
PuxoAoyikr Kat Kolvwvikn didotaon tng avBpwmivng ummapéng. Evag dpecog tpdémog 6a pmopoloe
va gival n amo@uyn ISEOUNPUKACHUWY TIOU €VOSWVOULV Kal CUVTNPOUV apvNTIKA cuvalodnuata
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OTIWG N MVNOLKaKia, To piocog, o Bupog, n evoxr, To Ayxog Kal o @oRoc. Emiong, n ouyxwpnTiKo-
™NTA KAAAIEPYED TN «ouvaloBavTikr» Katavonon Kal TPpowbEel AATPOUIOTIKEC CUUTTEPIPOPEC TTIOU
SleukoAUvouV TN S1aTAPNON TWV OXECEWV Kal TIPOCTATEVOULV ammd TapateTapévn Yuxikry Suogo-
pia. Zuvemnwg, o€ évav EUPEco Pnxaviopd Ba umopovoav va eumiékovTal SIAQOPEC CUUTTEPIPOPES
vyeiag, n Slampoow ik AEITOUPYIKOTNTA KAl TO KOIVWVIKO UTTOOTNPIKTIKO SIKTUO TTOU amoTeAolV
KABOAIKA amodeKTOUC TaPAyoVTEG MPOAYWYRS YUXIKAG vyeiag. EEautiag Twv BeTikwy emdpdaoe-
WV TNG oUyXWPNONE oTNV LYEia, Exouv MPOTABE( Kal EQPAPHOOCTEI APKETOI TUTTIOL TTAPEURBACEWY UE
afova Tn ouyXWPENTIKOTNTA, £iTE AVEEAPTNTA E(TE EVTOC TOU EVVOIOAOYIKOU TTAAICIOU GUYKEKPIUE-
vV YuxoBepameuTikwy mpooeyyiocwv. Ot TapeUBATEIG AUTEG £XOUV WG GTOXO TV EKPPACH TWV
apPVNTIKWV ouvaloONUATWY, TNV ameAEUBEPWON TOU UTTOKEIUEVOU ATTO TOV GAUAO KUKAO Tou 18€0-
UNPEUKAGCUOU Kal TNV UTIéPRacn Tng pvnaotkakiog katd tpomo BeTikd. KabioTtatal Aoimov gavepn n
avaykn mepaItépw mPowiNOoNG TNG CUYXWPENTIKOTNTAC WG AVTIKEIMEVOU £PEUVAG OTNV Yuxoloyia
Kal oTNV Yuxlatpikn, KaBwe Kal n avadelén Twv eupnudtwy Kal Twv mbavwy KAWVIKWY puxobepa-

TIEVTIKWV EQAPHOYWV.

Né€eig eupeTnpiou: ZuyxwpnTIKOTNTA, CLUYXWPENON, YUXIKNA LYEiQ, PuxoBepaneia.

€weaywyn

H ouyxwpntuikétnta €ival pia €vvola mou mpo-
Kpivetal kal KaAAlgpyeital amd TIC TEPIOCOTEPES
Bpnokeiec, aAAd kal amd Ta TMEPLOCOTEPA NOIKA
@I\oco@Ika cuoTthiuata. Xta HBika Nikopdyela o
ApIOTOTEANC YPAYPEL WG KaVEVAC a&ldhoyog avBpw-
mo¢ 6gv Ba QINOVIKAOEL yla KAmola mpocofoAr tou
mapeN86vToC, ald Ba mpoTIURoEl va avTimapéDel
v omola BAAPN tou mpoevnOnke oto MapPeAOSY
— €Va EVUYEVEG ATOMO TEIVEL TTIEPIOOOTEPO TIPOG TN
ouyxwpnon, mapd mpog tnv ekdiknon. «Ov ydp pe-
yahoyvyxov 16 dmopuvnpovevety, AAAwG Te kai ka-
K&, AAAA HAAAOV TTAPOPAEV... OV AP TIHWPNTIKOG O
P0G, AANE HEAAOV OVLYYVWOUOVIKOG.»'

O 06pog eival oUVBETOG Kal TTPOEPXETAL ATIO TNV
npoBeon oLV Kal To pApA XwpPEw-xwp®d, dnAa-
81 xwpd ¢t 16 avtd, cvvavtdpal, didw dgeeotv.?
leViKd, n ouyxwpnon aeopd otnv eAeVBEpPN TTPOOW-
KA amootactonoinon amd cuvaloOriuata opyng
Kal JvnolKakiag mpo¢ atopo fj dtoua mou Siémpa-
&av kdamola adikia. H kupla Yuxoloyikr Aeitoupyia
NG ouyxwpenong ivatr OTL EMTPETEL TNV AVTIKATA-
oTaon apvnTikwy amnod Betikd ocuvalodnuata, 6w
gvouvaioBnon n/kal ayamn mpog tov adlknoavTa.
Mpémel va ToVIOTED 0TI €ival ave€dpTnTn TNG CUUQL-
Aiwong kat dev ival amhwg avoxrj, dikaloAoynon,
dpvnon, umotipynon, Aén, i apviotevon.® H du-

vaTtoTnTa ocuyxwpenong e€aptdatal, HeETAEl AANAwv,
amd To UTTOKEIPEVO, TN cof3apdTnTa TG adikiag, Tov
Babuo umevbuvodTNTag TOU SpPAOTN, TN OXEON TOU
TPOC ToV amodEKTN TNG adIKiac-TPpooBoAn¢ Kal TV
amoloynTIKA 1 un otdon tou.* H cuyxwpnon ouxvd
mpoUmoBéTel aAhayr] TNG OMTIKAC amévavTl oTa Ki-
vntpa tou 6pdotn. H kavétnta katavénong tng
npoBeong Tou dANou, TnG aduvapiag Tou va eAéyEel
KAmola mapdpUNon Kal YEVIKA TNG «avOpwmivotn-
Tag» Twv Aabwv oxetiletal Ye TNV evouvaiodnon.
H ouyxwpnon eival €piktn, étav n evouvaiocdnon
umepPaivel évav oudo mou kabopiletal amd TNV -
TIOKEIMEVIKH onpaoia Tng mpooBoAAc.”

MpéEmel va uIoypaUMIOTEl OTL N ouyxwpnon ival
Sladikacia kat oxt cupfBav. Agv umtdpxel opoPwvia
yla tnv akoAouBia, Toug pnxaviopoug, ta Bacikd
Kal amapaitnta otoixeia tn¢.t H ouveidntomoinon
¢ mpooPoing akohouBeital amd pia, HdAAov «au-
ToMatn», ocuvaloOnuatiki avtidpaon n omoia, pe
™ og1pd NG, divel Tn Béon TNG o€ Uia eAeyxXOuevVn
Stadikacia mou mepiAapfdvel evouvaiodnon kai
ouyxwpnon - éva «tpomomnoinuévo» kivntpo.” O
McCullough &takpivel 6uo tTumou¢ dueong ocuval-
oOnuatikng avtidpaong peta amd kdmota adikia —
TPOCOBOAN: POB0o¢ Kal avnouyia amod Tn pia mAeupd,
Bupodc Kat pvnotkakia amé tnv dAin. Ot dvo Siago-
PETIKEC oUVAIOONUATIKEG avTidpdacoelc odnyolv o€
OU0 OlAPOPETIKEG CUUTTEPLPOPEC: ATTOPEVKTIKN CU-
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MTIEPIPOPA amévavTl oTov adikouvTa Kat emdiwén
avtandédoong tng mpooBoAr¢ avtiotoixa.> H ouy-
XWPNOoN EMITPETEL OTO UTTIOKEIUEVO VA AVOOTEIAEL
ApVNTIKEC oUVAIOONUATIKEC AVTIOPAOCEIC UE OKOTIO
va dlatnpriosl pia oxéon, evw ouoxeti(eTal apvn-
TIKA YE ATTOPEVKTIKEC OUUTTEPIPOPEC Kal OeTIKA Ue
OUMPINIWTIKEC.®

JUVETIWG, N CUYXWPENON UTTOPEL va TTeplypa@ei wg
Mia Stadikaoia EAATTWONG TWV ApVNTIKWV avTidpd-
OEWV Kal avénong Twv BETIKWY TTou agopd o€ OAN
TN 0QAipa TOU CUVAICOAATOC, TWV YVWOLWVY KAl TNG
OUMTIEPIPOPAG, i} AVTIKATACTAONG APVNTIKWV amo
BeTikd ouvaloOruata, 6Mwe n yevvaiodwpia, n ou-
MTTovIa, N kKahoolvn, n evouvaioBnon ry/kat n aydnn
npoc¢ tov adikhoavta.’ EvSouxikéc Sladikacieg sivat
Kal IKAVEC Kal avayKaieg yla va odnyrjoouv oTn ouy-
xwpnon, av kat evééxetal va emnpealovtal amd mo-
AUTTAOKA S1aTIPOCWTIIKA @alvopeva. H evOoPuxIKN &-
MmElpia TnG ouyxwpnong Slakpivetal amod to dlampo-
OWTIIKO TAio10, KaBWC prmopei va Blrwvetal, aAld va
unv ekppadletat f va ekppdletat Kat va un Biwvetar.®

LuyXwpnorn Kal GUyXwpnrikotnra:
Tommol Kat JLAGTAGELG

levikd avayvwpiCovtal dVo SlagopeTikoi TUTOL
ovyxwpnong. O MpwWTo¢ apopd TNV amo@aon &-
A€yXOU Kal TPOTTOTIOINONG TNG CUUTIEPLPOPAS, OUVE-
WG KAVOUE AGYO yla BOUANTIKA ] CUPTIEPIPOPIKNA
ouvyxwpnon (decisional forgiveness), evw o 6gv-
TEPOC aTTOTENE pla TTOAUTTAELUPN KAl ATTAPTIWHUEVN
ouVAICONUATIKYA EUTTEIPIO CUYXWPENONG TTOU APOoPA
oTNV TPOTOMOoINCN YVWOlWY, cuvaloOnudtwy Kal
KIvATpwv (emotional forgiveness). Eival mpo@avég
wg TPOKelTal yia SUo SlaopeTikég Stadlkaoieg pe
Sla@opeTikéC ouvéneiec."

H évvola tng ouyxwpentikdtnTag (dispositional,
trait forgiveness 1} forgivingness) umopei va yivel
Katavont w¢ pia otabepn Kal SlaxXpOVIKN YEVIKH
TAoN ouyxwpenong Twv AAAwv f Tou €auTou, ave-
£€apTnNTN amd ouykupisg kat mpoowna.'? Anotelei
OnAadn €va XapakTnPIoTIKO, £va OTOIXEIO TNG TIPO-
OWTIKOTNTAG, KAl OXL Mla HEPOVWHEVN KAl TIEPLOTA-
olakr ouvenkn.

H ouyxpovn épeuva avayvwpilel apketég Sia-
OTAOELG TNG CUYXWPNTIKOTNTAG, Ol OTTOIEG TTPETTEL VA
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Slakpivovtal petadl Toug, agou SlaPEéPouv Kal we
TIPOC TIC ALTIEC KAl WE TIPOC TA ATTOTEAECHATA TOUC.
EvOelKTIKA avagépovTtal N ouyXwpenTIKOTNTA TTPOG
Toug AANoug, ampolméBeTn 13 und MPoUToBETElC
(ouyyvwpn, eyyunon, avtiotdduion, amolnuiwon),
n ouyxwpenTtikoTNTa and tov O, anpolmébeTn n
pn (avalitnon ouvyxwpnong, HeTAvola, Tpomomoin-
on CUUTEPLPOPACG), N CLUYXWPENTIKOTNTA £aUTOU, TO
aioBnua ocuyxwpnong amod Toug AANOUG, N EANELPN
OUYXWPENTIKOTNTAG TTPOG TOUG AANOUG, SnAadr ek-
SIKNTIKOTNTA, TKPia, pvnotkakia, KA. Q¢ ENNEIPN
ouyxwpnong i pvnaotkakia Bewpeital pia déoun du-
0dpeoTWV Kal eKOIKNTIKWY cuvalodnudtwy, yvwol-
WV, KIVATPWV KAl CUUTTEPLPOPWYV TTOU ival AAANAEV-
Seta kat avatpopodotoupeva. Mmopei va StakpiOei
o€ «amArfp» pvnolkakia (grudge-holding) n/kai ava-
{ATnon ekdiknong (vengeful orientation).

H ouyxwpnon ayvwotwyv 1 {évwy gival BgpeMw-
SW¢ SLAPOPETIKA ATTd TN CLUYXWPENON AYATTNUEVWY
TPOOWTIWV. AV N cuyXxwpenon a@opd o KATolov &&-
VO TOTE oUVRBWC OxeTI(ETAL PE PEIWON PvNOIKAKIAg,
EVW AV apopd o€ KATIOIOV OLKEIO TOTE OoXeTiCeTAl PE
e€ANelPn TNC PVNOIKAKIAG KAl QVTIKATAOTACN TWV
apvnTIKwv améd BeTikd cuvalobrjpata mou odnyoluv
O€ WIa amapTIWHEVN CUYXWPENTIKA eumelpia.’>’

Luyxepnrikotnra Kat vyeia

H ouyxwpnTIKOTNTA YEVIKA OoUOXeTi(eTal PE Ka-
AOTePN A&lToupyIKOTNTA TOU KapSlayyElaKoU, TOU
€VOOKPIVIKOU Kal TOU aVOCOTIOINTIKOU CUCTAMATOG,
KaBW¢ Kal P peyallTtepo mpoodokipo (wng, av Kal
Ta amoteAéopata autd pmopei va Stagopormolov-
vTal avaloya e Tn peAeTwpevn didotaon tng ouy-
xwpntikéTnTac.*'°

lEVIKA, N oLYXWPENTIKOTNTA cuoxeTi(eTal BeTIKA
ME TNV YuxIkn vyeia, eveia Kat TN S1AMPOCWTIKA
AerTtoupykdTNTa'”'® KAt apvNTIKA pE TRV KATABAYN,
TNV AUTOKTOVIKOTNTA, TN dlatapayr OTPEC PETA amd
puyotpavpatiopd Kat tTn xprion ovoiwv.'*~?2 Emiong,
OUOXETICETAL APVNTIKA KAl PE TO AYXOG, ToV Bupo,
Vv ex0poTNTA, TOV ISEOUNPUKACUS KAl TA ApVvNTIKA
ouvaloBpata v yével.>>2° EmmAéov, n ouyxwpnTi-
KOTNTA CUOXETICETAL APVNTIKA E CWUATIKEG QITIA-
oelg, almvia Kal KOTIwon Kal BETIKA e CUUTTEPLPO-
péc uyeiag.®
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Me molov Tpomo dpWE N cuyxwpenon emdpd otnv
vyeia; Mia g0hoyn unéBeon amoteAei n eAdTTWON
NG MvNOoIKaKiag, n omoia w¢ ouvOuaopoC TTaPaATE-
TAPEVWY apvNTIKWV ocuvalodBnudtwy (eKSIKNTIKO-
™ta, mKpia, ex0pdéTnTa, Buudg, PORoC) amévavTl
otov adikioavta amoteAel pia avtidpaon stress Ue
SuvnTIKA aPVNTIKEC CUVETTEIEC OTNV LYEid, KaBwg
Baoikd xapakTnploTikd TNG amoTteAouV 1deounpu-
Kaopoi oxeTi{opevol pe eOovo, ekdiknon, exBpdtn-
Ta, MKpia, ayavaktnon, Buuo, eopo (UEANOVTIKNG
BAABNCG) kat katddhyn.?®% Mpénel va Sakpivetal
and TIC ouvnBOIoPEVEC Kal TTEPITIOU «AVTAVAKAAOTI-
KEC» Kal APECEC ouvaloBnuaTikéC avTiOpdoElg, Ka-
Bw¢ amoteAei ouvOnkn Mapatetapévng mayidsvong
0€ apVNTIKA cuvaloOAUATA TTOU TTPOKAAOUV UId Ka-
TAoTAON UTIEPEYPNYOPONG Kal stress péow 16goun-
PUKAGCHOU.

BéBala, n peiwon TNG pvnoikakiag Kat n avantuén
ouyxwpnong dev ival anapaltitwe Tavtdéonua oe
O, TLagopd oTnV vyeia. H ouyxwpnon sivai évag, 6-
Xl 0 Hovadikdg, TPOTOC peiwong TG pvnoikakiag.>
OewpnTIKA EANATTWON TNEG UVNOLKAKIAg Umopei va
enéNBel péow ekdiknong, amédoong Sikaloouvng,
xaipekakiag, mapaitnong, dikaloAéynong, dikaiw-
ong, mapdpAeYng, oTwikéTNTAC 1) evanméBeong otnv
Kpion kat otnv Tipwpia Tou o0,

YTApXOoUV APKETEC LEAETEC Ol OTToiEC CUVOEOULV TN
MvnolKakia pe Tn voonpotnta. H pvnoikakia pmo-
pei va mpokalei dlatapaxég wg xpodvia avtidpaon
stress 6Mw¢ RAON avagépOnke.?’ O1 EMMTWOEIC TOU
XPOVIOU stress Kal N CUCOWPEUTIKA PBopd Tou op-
YavIOpoU AOYW TTAPATETAREVNG KAl PN ETWQENOUG
Xprnong (aANooTatikd @opTio) €xouv mapatnpnOei
oe Sla@opoug MANBUOPOUE TI.X. UETA amd TPAU-
ua.>2 Eedoov n pvnoikakia katavondsi wg xpdvia
KATAOTAON stress KAl apvnNTIKWV ouvalodnudatwy
péow 1&gopnpUKACHOU, TOTE Ba pmopoloe va €XEl
napopota empBapuvtiky Spdon.® Mpdyuati, £xel
OelxOei 0TI N pvnoikakia MPOKAAEl évtova apvnTIKA
ouvalcOnuata kabwg Kal avtidpdoelg stress TOUANG-
xtotov BpaxumpdBeoua.’”** Bé¢Bata, moOANG pévouv
va SIEUKPIVIOTOUV O OXEON UE TA XOPAKTNPLOTIKA
NG Mvnotkakiag (my. eupog, ouxvotnta, Sldpkela,
€vtaon K.ATL) Kal EKTOC EPYACTNPIAKWY CUVONKWY,
WOTE VA avayVWPIoTEl WG KovA amoSeKTOC YuxoTTI-
€0TIKOC Mapdyovtac.® ETot Kt aANIOE OUWE, N UvN-
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olkakia amoTelei pla eumelpia ocuvaloOnudtwy ta
omoia ouvdéovtal Pe eMPBAPUVTIKOUC TTAPAYOVTEG
yta tnv vyeia (health risks). Mupnvikd xapaktnpl-
OTIKA TNG Mvnolkakiag (Buudg, exBpotnta, pofog)
£XOUV OUOYXETIOTEL Pe auénuévn voonpdtnta.®>>¢ Av
Kal n BiPAoypagia apéxel APKETA AVTIKPOUOUEVA
OTOIXElD, KABWE OPIOPEVA XAPAKTNPLOTIKA TTPOOW-
mMKOTNTAC Urmopei va Stapecolafouy, dpwe Kat edw
0 16gounNpUKACUOC QaiveTal va gival KaBOpPIOTIKAC
onuaoiac.®’

ATd TNV AAAN TTAEUPA, CUYKEKPIPEVEC CUUTTEPI-
QPOpPEC OXETICOPEVEG HUE TN MVNOLKaKia Pmopei va
mpokaAouv Slatapayés. H ekSIKNTIKOTNTA, 0 BUPOG
Kdl To pioog pmopei va odnyrnoouv oe Blatompayia
i avalitnon avtmoivwy. Mevikd, n epmAokn og Bial-
£G evépyeleg odnyel og MTWYOTEPN LYEIQ, KOWVWVIKA
kal Stampoowmikd mpoPAnuata. Emiong, n yvnoika-
Kia UImopEl va TTPOKAAEGEL ATTOPEVKTIKOTNTA, XPHOoN
OUCIWV Kal, AUECA I EUPETA, KOIVWVIKH ATTOUOVWON
n ormoia amoteAei évav eupéwc mapadekTo emPBapu-
VTIKO TTapdyovta.®®

BéPala, n BetikA emibpaocn tTng ouyxwpnong emi
¢ vyeiag dev @aivetal va e€avtAeital otnv eNdt-
Twon TN Pvnolkakiag, aAAd umopei va cupfaivel
Kal EVBEWC, Héow TNC emidpaong Twv BeTIKwY ou-
valodnuatwv otn @uaotoloyia, 1dlaitepa tou avo-
OOTIOINTIKOU. ZUYKEKPIPEVA, Ta BeTIKA ouvalodni-
pata, dnAadn n eutuxia, n xapd, o evBouclacudg,
n kavormoinon, N MAnEATNTA, TTOU AVTAVAKAOUV éva
oplopévo emimedo euXAPIOTNG EUTTAOKNG UE TO TTEPL-
BdAANov, evioxUouv Tn AEITOUPYIKOTNTA TOU AVOCO-

TTOINTIKOU TI.X. HEOW TNG EKKPITIKAG avoocoo@alpivng
A.39'40

YTTApXEL 0AQNC CUOXETION TWV BETIKWY cuvalodn-
MATWV TNG OUYyXWPENTIKOTNTAG PE HEIWMPEVN apTN-
PIOKN TTiEON KAl MEIWHPEVN NAEKTPIKN aywyluodTNTA
Tou &éppatoc.2** Ta amoteAéopata auTtd apopovV
BéBala oe mapodikég pualohoyikéC avTIdpdAaEl, &-
v AydTePa gival yvwoTd yla Tn oXéon Twv BeTIKWY
ouvaloOnuATwy Kal NG vyeiag kabavutig, dnAadn
yla TI¢ paKponpoBeopeg emdpdoelC Twy BETIKWY
ouvatoOnudtwv. Oplopéveg epyacieg deixvouv pia
€UVOIKNA TIPOOTITIKA] CUCXETION ME TNV éKPBacn vo-
owv Kat tn BvntdTNTA, av Kal TOANA pével va Sieu-
KpioTouv.*?
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Ta BeTikd cuvaleBnuaTa PmopolyV va EMNPEACOUY
TNV Uyeia e ToIKIAOUG TPOTIOUC. EVOEIKTIKA avagpé-
POVTAL Ol CUMTTIEPIPOPEG LYEiag, OMw¢ n moldTNTa
TOU UTIVOU, N CWHATIKA AoKNoN Kal ol S1aITnNTIKES
OouVNBELEG TTOU €XOUV CUOXETIOOE! UE XAUNAOTEPN VO-
onpPOTNTA Kal BvnToTNTA KAl YE KAAUTEPN AEITOUP-
YIKOTNTA TOU AVOCOTIOINTIKOU Kal Tou Kapdlayyela-
Kol ouoTnpaTtoc. Emiong, Ta Betikd cuvaloBnuata
€VOSWVOLV TN CUUUOPPWAON OTN PAPUAKEUTIKN O€-
pamneia, PE TIG AUTOVONTEG CUVETIEIEG TNG TAXUTEPNC
amoBepaneiac.* ‘Evac dA\\og tpdmoc Ba umopolos
va gival n EANATTwoN TNG AUTOVOUIKAG avTIdpaoTI-
KOTNTAC PE TN ouvakdAouBn peiwon NG KaPSIAKNAG
ouxvoTNTAG, TNG APTNPIAKAG TIEONG KAl TWV ETTITTE-
SwV TWV KATeXOAAUIVWV KaBwC Kal n pubuion tou
urmoBaiapoimo@uactakol afova (AUEsa 1 HECW WKU-
ToKivNng) Kat n avénon TnG WKUTOKivNE Kat TnG avén-
TIKAC oppovnc.** Ta BeTikd ocuvaloBipata emdpouv
Kal 0To oUoTNUA gvOoyevwy OmoEIdWY, €iTe Péow
CUUTTEPIPOPWV E(TE HECW TN YEVIKOTEPNG CLUVALGON-
HOTIKAG evepyorioinonc.® Ta evSoyevr omoeidn mi-
Opoulv oTNnV uyeia €£l00PPOTTWVTAG TNV AUTOVOLIKN
Kal evOOKPIVIKA dpaocTnelotnTa fj TPOTMOTOIWVTAG
TN AEITOUPYIKOTNTA TOU avoooToinTikou, 46

EmmAéov, Ta BeTikd ouvalobnpata pumopei va ou-
oxetiCovtal euBEwC Pe TNV Evioxuon Tou avoooTiol-
NTIKOU, av Kal N akpiBng @Uon authig TG CUCKETIONG
Sev sival yvwotA.** Emiong, @aivetal 611 av€avouv
TNV QVToxH O£ PUXOTIEOTIKA yeyovoTa*® kabwe kat 6-
TILTTPOAYOULV TNV EVIOXUON TWV KOWWVIKWV S0uwV,*
YEYOVOC ToU Bewpeital e€AIPETIKA ONUAVTIKO OTN
OUOXETION BETIKWY cuvaloOnuUATWV Kal LyEiag apou
gival yvwoTtn n oxéon KOWWVIKAG Amopovwong Kal
voonpdtntac i BvntétnTac.’® Suvenwe, Ta BeTIKa
ouvalcOipaTa UMopei va MPOKAAoOUV KivnTomoinon
TWV PUXOAOYIKWY EQESPELWY, KIVNTOTIOINCN CUUTTEPL-
POopwWV uyeiag kal avdntuén kat dtlatripnon Tou Kol-
VWVIKOUTTOOTNPIKTIKOU SIKTUOoU.

B¢Bala, kdOe amomelpa Slepelivnong TNG OXEONG
OLUYXWENTIKOTNTAC Kal LyEiag Ba TTpémel va pnv ma-
pabswpei TN dlacTaTIKA YUON TNG évvolag TNG OUY-
XWpNong Kal TNV ouclaoTikA Slakplon YETALL Twv
SlapopeTikwy Slaotacewv. MNa mapddetypa, n ovy-
XWpNon €autoU @aiveTtal va KivnTtoTolel dlapope-
TIKEC PuyoloyikéG Sladlkaoiec amd Tn ouyxwpnon
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npo¢ Toug dAhouc.” 'ETol Ki aANiG, N ouyxwpenon
€0UTOU OxeTiCeTal PE TO Va gival KAmolog o B0TNG Kal
ox1 1o BUpa, dpa pe tn Siampaén Kamolou oPAAUa-
To¢ 1 adikiag, ouvenwg pe T Slaxeiplon Tng auto-
HOM@IKOTNTAG, TNG autokatadikng, TNG EVOXNE Kal
NG VIPOTIAG TToU €VOEXETAL va 08Ny OOUV O€ XPO-
vio stress. H autopou@ikétnTta pmopei va odnynoel
oe amoBdppuvon, ayxog Kal KatdbAPn He OXETIKA
MO AUEOEG KAl EPPAVEIC APVNTIKEG OUVETIEIEG OTNV
vyeia og ox€on PE TN CUYXWPNON TTPOG TOUG AAANOUG,
n omoia iow¢ va emdpd otV vyeia KUPIWS PECW TNG
€AATTWONC TOU stress TNG pvnotkakiag."” S& pia moAo
evlla@épouoa MPOOTTIKH UENETN TNG OXEONC OUY-
XWPNTIKOTNTAG Kal KAatabAyng, Bpébnke o011 TOCO
N OLUYXWPENTIKOTNTA €0UTOU OCO KAl N CLUYXWPENTL-
KOTNTA TIPOG TOUG AAAOUG ATTOTEAOUV ONUAVTIKOUG
TIPOYVWOTIKOUG MPOOTATEVUTIKOUG TTAPAYOVTEG yld
NV KAtdOAYn. Gaivetal OUWE 0TI EVW N oUYXWPENTL-
KOTNTA £QUTOV AOKE[ TNV TTPOOTATEVTIKN TNG dpdon
AUEDQ, N CLYXWPNTIKOTNTA TTPOC TOUG AANOUG eVEE-
XETAL VA TIPOOTATEVEL ATIO TNV KATAOAIYN «peTAPE-
POVTAG» TA EVEPYETIKA aTTOTEAEOHATA AANWY PETA-
BANTWVY, OTTIWC T.X. N BpnoKeuTIKOTNTA.>?

EmmmAéov, Oa mpémel va pnv mapaBewpeital n O1da-
KpPLon HETAEY CUUTTEPLPOPIKAG KAl CUVALCONUATIKAG
ouyxwpnong. H oupmepipopikn cuyxwpnon JEIw-
VEL TNV €XOpOTNTA, AANG OEV HELWVEL AVAYKACTIKA
TO stress. XxeTiCeTal He CUUQPINWTIKEG OladIKaoieg
Kal, péow tNG BeATiwoNg TWV OXECEWY, EUUEDA UE
TNV vyeia. H ouvaloOnpatikr cuyxwpnon oxeTile-
TalL AUECA PE TNV VYEia Aoyw NG e€AAelPng apvnTl-
KWV ouvatoOnuatwy Kal avTidpAcewy stress Kal Tng
KaAAépyelag OeTIkwv cuvalodnuaTwy."

Juvoyilovtag, n Oetikn oxéon MeTalL Oouyxw-
ENTIKOTNTAG Kal PUXIKAG vyeiag Ba pmopovoe va
Slapecolafeital pe APECOUC KAl EUUETOUC UNXAVL-
ouoU¢. Evag dpeoog tpodmog Ba pmopouoe va gival
n amo@uyr IOEOUNPUKACUWY TTOU EVodWVOUV ap-
VNTIKA ouvaloOripata 6Twe N UvNnolkakia, To Hicog,
0 Bupog, To Ayxog Kat o @OBog Kal n avtikatdoTta-
on Toug amd BeTIKA ocuvalodnuata, 6TTWE N evTuXia,
n xapd, o evBouctacuog, n Ikavomoinon Kat n min-
poOTNTA. 2€ évav €UUECO Unxaviopd Ba pmopoloav
va guMAEéKovTal SIAPOPEC CUPTIEPIPOPEC LYEIAC, N
SlamPOCWTIIKN AEITOUPYIKOTNTA KAl TO KOIVWVIKO
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UTTOOTNPIKTIKO SiKTUO (CuPTEPINApBaVOUEVNG TNG
01afepdTNTAC TOU YAPOU) TTOU amoTEAOUV KABOAI-
KA amodeKToU¢ MApAYOVTEC TTPOAYWYNS YUXIKNAG
vyeiag.>>*

Y& Ula mPOo@aATn épeuva oTov EAANVIKO TANOU-
OO @AvVNKE OTL N EAAEWPN CLUYXWPENTIKOTNTAG ATTO-
TeNEl LlOXLPO TIPOPAETTIKO TTapdyovTa Yuyomabo-
Aoyiag. ZuyKkekplpéva, n ouyxwpentikétTnTa odnysi
o€ HIKpOTEPN aiocOnoNn avemdpKeLag Kal KATWTEPO-
™NTAG, KATABAIYNG, Kaxumoyiag, EYWKEVTPIKOTNTAC,
amopdvwong Kat YPuxoAoyikng duocopiag, kabwg
Kal og kahutepn aflohdynon tou mepiBdilovToc.
Ta evpripata auTd BpiokovTtal o€ CUMPWVIA UE Evav
Slapkw¢ av€avopevo aplBud HEAETWY TTOU UTTIOOTN-
piCouv tnv Umapén BeTIKAG oxéong PETAEL oLYXW-
PNTIKOTNTAG KAl XapunAoL Babuol Yuxoloyikng Su-
opopiag, KaBWE Kal IKAVOTIOINTIKOTEPOU BepaTmeuTI-
KoU amoteAéopatoc. > I8iaitepo evBiagépov éxeln
OUOYXETION TNG CUYXWENTIKOTNTACG PE TNV KAAUTEPN
a&lohéynon tou mepidAlovtoc. Oaivetal OTL n cuy-
XWpPNTIKOTNTA, TTEPAV TNG adlapploBRtnTng emidpa-
ONC TNG OTNV TOLOTNTA Kal oTaBepdTnTa TWV dla-
TIPOOWTTIKWV KAl KOIVWVIKWVY OXECEWY, {0WG va €XEL
TAPOUOLO PONO KAl O O,TL APOPA OTN «OXECN» TOU
avBpwrou pe To mepIBAANOV TOU, TOV TPOTIO TIOU a-
vTIAapBavetal Tic SuvatdTNTEG TOU TTEPiyupOoUu, a-
Ad Kal Toug mapexoUeVoUC TOPOUG. Agv TIpEMEL va
Eexvape mwg k&Oe oxéon amoteAei, o TENIKA avd-
Auon, oxéon HeTa&l avOpwIwWV Kal N CUYXWPENTIKO-
TNTA, PE TNV AVEKTIKOTNTA KAl TNV EUITIOTOCUVN TTOU
mpow0ei, paivetal va fonbd otnv evapudvion tou
avBpwmou oe Sedopévo mepIBANov.>

Zuyxwpnuikotnra Kat puxodepameia

H ouyxwpnon pmopei va em@épel oNUAVTIKO 6-
@PeNOG 0TO ATOMO, ave€dpTnTa amd To CUCTNUA TTE-
molBnoewv mou odnyouv o€ auTtry, OPNOKEUTIKEC,
TIVEUUATIKEC, PINOCOPIKEG i} ANAeC.”” Ot Bpnokeu-
TIKEG TIETTOLONOEIG ouVABWG TTPOKPIVOUV TN CUYXW-
PNTIKOTNTA WE APETH TIOU UMOPE(, AQEVOG va TPo-
opépeL avakoL@Lon oTnV évtovn Puxikn ducyopia,
aQeTéPOU va SleuKOAUVEL TN dlaTthpnon TwV Oxé-
OEWV Kal £TOL va TTPOayYAYEL €vav AmMOTENECUATIKO
TPOTO SlaXEIPIONG TWV PUXOTIIECTIKWVY YEYOVOTWY
0 0TT0{0¢ Va UTTEPVIKA «OUVAUIKESY, AUEDCEC, oUVAL-
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oOnuaTtikég avtidpdoelc. ETol Kt AANWE OPIOUEVEC
TAEVPEC TNG OPNOKEVTIKOTNTAC PAiVETAL TTWC ATTO-
TeAOUV ONUAVTIKOUG TTAPAYOVTEG TTPOAYWYNG Yu-
XIKAC vyeiag, oupmephapfavopévng Katl TnG ouy-
XWPENTIKOTNTAC.>® Opnokevduevol Bepameuduevol
MTTOPEL va XPNOIUOTIOIoUV TETOLEC OTPATNYIKEG Sla-
Xelplong, ol omoieg va untepPaivouv TiG PuXONOYIKEG
Bewpiec Twv BepameuTV TOUC.>” STV TMAéOV TIPO-
o@ATN Avaokomnon, LETAEL 40 peAeTWV Tov €éTa-
oav TN oxéon BPNOKEVUTIKOTNTAG KAl CUYXWPNTIKO-
TnTag, ot 34 (85%) avépepav BeTIK CUOKETION KAl
Kapia apvnTIKn, eVw oTIC pEBOSONOYIKA APTIOTEPEC
10 M0000T6 ATav 70%.%°

Mapeppaocelg pe dfova tn ouyxwpeNTIKOTNTA £XOUV
xpnoipormoinBei ave€dptnta, w¢ Mpoondbeleg evi-
oxuong piag 1d1étnTag mou mPOodyeEl TNV UYEia Kal
eveia, aAAd kal og kapdlomabeic, aobeveic pe kap-
Kivo, XPOVIO TTOVO, KPAVIOEYKEPANKEC KAKWOELG, "'
€iTe autovopa eite oto MAaiclo amaptiwong Bpn-
OKEVUTIKWV KAl TIVEUHATIKWV KATNYOPLWV €VTOG TNG
YuxoBepaneiac.>®* O1 mapeppdosic avtéc, mapd
TIC empépouc dlapopomolnoelg HeTall TouC, TEPL-
AapBdvouv tnv avakAnon tng adikiac-mpooBoAng
Kal TNV eAeVBEPN EKPPACN TNC UVNOIKAKIAC Kal TwV
apvNTIKWV ouvaloOnudtwy ev yével. To EMOUEVO
Brua amookorei otnV olkododUNoN evouvaiocdnong
Kal OTNV avayvwplon Twv OIKEIWV o@alddTwy, e
okomo BéPala Tnv umépaon TnNG UVNOIKAKIAG KAl TN
Séopeuon otn ouyxwpenon.®

Eival autovonTo OTL ol PuxoBepameuTIKEC TTAPEU-
Baoelg pe afova tn ocuyxwpenTikdéTNTa Ba avapépo-
vTal TPOYAvVWE Kal otnv evoxn. H evoxn, Aén amod
TNV gnoxn TNS Yuxavdiuong, éAafe évav andAuta
apVNTIKO XapaKTAPA, iowg emeldn oxetiCetal oteva
ME TNV évvola TNG apapTtiag, Tnv omoia éxouv uloBOE-
TAOEL ol BpnOoKeieg yla va mepypdPouy TN Un ouu-
MOPPWON HE TOUG BPNOKEUTIKOUC KAVOVEC, aANd Kal
TNV €V Yével Kovr Bewpnon mepi KaAoU Kal KAaKou.
O Ellis 6a Bswpnoel TNV évvola TNG APAPTIOC WG
TNV AUEON Kal EUUEDN AlTia OAWV TWV VEUPWOLKWV
Slatapayxwv,®® evd mohoi Yuyiatpol Bewpoly TNV
€VOXN WC Hia SUCTIPOCAPHUOCTIKY) CUVAICONUATIKNA
1 yvwolakn katdotaon.t’

MmopoUv va avayvwploBolv ToUAAXIOTOV TPELG
TOMOL evoXWwv: gvoxn Adyw OlampoowmiKAg Tpo-
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KAnong BA&PNg, evoxn Aoyw mapafiaong kavévwy
Kal evoxn Aoyw amotuxiag eAéyxou Tou eautou. O
TPWTOG TUTIOG EVOXNG OXETI(eTAl ApEDA PE TNV IKA-
voTNTa gvouvaiocdnong i «ouvalcBavTikng Kata-
vénong» Twv dAAwV Kal amoTeAel TpoanmaltoVEVO
yld TNV OHAaAR KOIVWVIKN ocuuBiwon, omoTe Hdévo we
duompooappooTikh Siepyacia dgv pmopei va Bew-
pnBei. AvtiBeta, n evoxn mou apopd otnv mapafia-
on KavOvwy Kal oTnV amoTtuyia eEAéyxou Tou eauTtou,
TTOU QAiVETAL Va ival amoTéAECHA AUOTNPNG ava-
TPOPNC, umopei va mpodilabéTouv TTPOC OPIoUEVEC
Hop@éc Yuyomaboloyiac.®®

Ye avtiBeon pe tnv mpoavagepbeica Bewpnon
NG €VOXNAC WG amdAuTa SUCTIPOCAPUOCTIKAG Ka-
TAOTAONG, OUYXPOVEG TTPOOoEYYioelg umootnpiouv
oTL Sev oxeTi(eTAL AMAPAITNTA UE VEUPWTIKA OUU-
TITWHATA, EQO0OV OPWG CUVOEETAL PE TIG EVVOLEG
NG «€yvolag» yla Tov TANGIovV —Kal KATA OUVETELA
JE TNV IKAVOTNTA evouvaiobnong —aAAd Kat Tn ouy-
XweNTIKOTNTA.*?7° AvTiBeTa, N evoxn pmopsi va £xel
SUOTIPOCAPHOCTIKO XOPAKTAPA OTAV OXeTI(ETAL UE
TNV avapovr katadikng Kat tnv nemoibnon nepi un
AVAOTPEPIPNOTNTAG, BépaTa Tou PmopEl va yivouv
avTikeipevo eneepyaociag os éva YPuxoBepameuTIKO
mAaiolo pe agova Tn ouyxweNTIKOTNTA KAl WAALOTA
TN CLUYXWPENTIKOTNTA TTPOG TOV EQUTO.

€Emifoyog

Agv xwpdel ap@iBolia 6ti n oxéon cuyxwpenTIKO-
TNTAC Kal Lyeiag amoteAei éva evdlagépov Kal yopyd
avamntuooopevo nedio épeuvac. MoANd onueia Bé-
Bala mpémel va dleukpviotouv Kal ot avoi peco-
Aapntikoi mapdayovteg mpémnel va eAeyxBouv. Emiong,
0 TPOTOG OPIOHOU TNG CUYXWPENTIKOTNTAG Eival TTO-
AU ONPAVTIKOG yla Tov oxedlaopd NG €peuvag Kal
TNV gpunveia Twv amoteAecpdTtwy. Aldgopa €idn
Slakpiocewy, omwe n diakplon Hetall peiwong TG
MvNolKakiag kal edédwong TNE cuyxwpnong, MeETagy
Twv S1a@opwv SlaoTACEWV TNG CUYXWPNTIKOTNTAC,
MeTA&L TNG oCLUYXWPENONG KAl TG CUYXWPENTIKOTNTAG,
METAEY CUUTTEPIPOPIKAG KAl CUVAICONUATIKNAE CUY-
XWwpNnong KA. Tpémel va avadelybouv.

Y& KAOe mepintwon Ouwe, @aivetal OTL: (a) N Yvn-
OlKaKia TpoKaAei stress, (B) n ouyxwpnTikdéTNTA a-
ToTeAEl évav TpOTO —OX1 TOV HovadIkO— PEiwong TNG
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MVNOLKaKiag Kal (y) N ouyxwpenTikOTNTA WG UnXavl-
OMOG avTipeTwoNnG (coping strategy) cuoxetiCetal
ME TNV vyeia. MpoTeivovTal apKeTOi APECOL KAl EPE-
OOl UNXAVIOMOIL Yla TNV OVWTEPW CUCKETION. APECOL
Tpomol Ba umopovoav va gival n Peiwon TG pvnol-
KOKIa¢ e TN ouvakoloudn amouyn 1dgounpuka-
OMWV TTOU €UOSWVOULV APVNTIKA cuvaloOruaTa Kat
n avtikatdotaon Toug amd BeTikd cuvaloBripata,
KaBw¢ Kkat n emidpaon NG cuyxwpenTIKOTNTAC OTN
AEITOUPYIKOTNTA TOU AVOCOTIOINTIKOU (TOCO O€ KUT-
Tapikd, 600 Kal o€ VeEUPOeVOOKPIVIKO €mimedo) Kal
TOU KapdlayyelokoU cuoTHUaToC. Eppecol unxavi-
opoi Ba pmopovoav va gival n evioxuon Tou Kowvw-
VIKOU UTTOOTNPIKTIKOU SIKTUOU, SIAQOPEC CUUTIEPI-
POPEC LyEiag Kal n SIATMPOCWTIKN AEITOUPYIKOTNTA
TTOU ATOTEAOUV KABOAIKA amodeKTOUC TTAPAYOVTEC
poaywyng YUxIKAG vyeiac.

E€aitiag Twv BeTIKWV eMOPACEWY TNG CUYXWPN-
ong otnv uyeia, éxouv TPoTaBEl Kal €QAPHUOOTEL
apketoi Tumol mapeufdoswy pe aova Tn cuyxwen-
TIKOTNTA, €iTe ave€ApTNnTa E(TE EVTOC TOU €VVOLONO-
YIKOU TTAQIO{OU GUYKEKPIUEVWY PUXODEPATTEUTIKWV
npoogyyiocwv. Ot mapeUPACEIC AUTEG EXOUV WG OTO-
XO TNV €K@PACN TWV apvnTIKWV cuvaloOnudtwy,
TNV armeAeVBEPWON TOU UTTOKEIPMEVOU aTTO TOV PaU-
Ao KUKAO TOU 1OEOUNPUKACGHOU Kal Tou stress Kal
TNV umépPaon TnG HvNOoLKakiag Katd Tpoémo BeTIKO.
Tétolec mapepuPacelg €xouv xpnoipomolnBei avto-
VOouQ, 0To TMAAICI0 KilvnToTmoinong Kal KAAANIEPYELQAG
pLag 1816 TNTAC TOU TTPOAYEL TNV VYEIQ YEVIKA KAl TNV
YuxIKn vyeia Kal evegia e101kOTEPA, AANA Kal O€ a-
00eveic pe xpOvieg vOooug Pe TTOAD evOappuVTIKA
amoteAéopata.

H peyaloyuxia, n tdon dpong mavw amod TIG TEPL-
OTACIOKEG MIKPOTIPETTIEIEG TOU KaBNnUepIvoL Biov, n
€VPUTNTA 0T BEWPNON TWV TTPAYHUATWY Kal N UTTIEP-
BatikotTnTa MpoKpivovTal amd TNV MAElovOTNTA TWV
@INOCGOPIKWY CUOTNUATWY, To avBpwmioTikd 16¢-
woeC, KABW¢ Kal amd TIC MEPIOOOTEPEC OpNnOKEieC.
‘O\a pmopei va odnyolv 0Tn cuyXwENTIKOTNTA ATt
SlapopeTIKA, aANd e&ioou evblagépovTta, HovoTd-
Tla. lfeyovog mavtwe mMapapEVEL OTL N CUYXWPENTIKO-
TNTA WE APETH, KatagdokovTag Tov idlo Tov avBpw-
110, Uropei va S1EUKOAUVEL | akOpa Kal va amaAUvel
TNV TPAYIKOTATA TNG avBpwmivng cuvOnKNG.
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The relationship between forgivingness,
mental health and psychotherapy
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Psychiatriki 2017, 28:349-359

Forgivingness occupies a prominent place in religions as well as in various philosophical sys-
tems of ethics and can be defined as the free, personal distancing from feelings of rage and
resentment toward a person or persons having committed an injustice. The main psychologi-
cal function of forgiveness consists in allowing for the replacement of negative emotions by
positive ones, such as generosity, goodness, compassion, empathy, or even love toward the
offender. It must be emphasized that forgiveness is independent from reconciliation, and it
is not simply a form of tolerance, justification, oblivion, underestimation, denial or amnesty.
Intrapsychic processes are sufficient and necessary for the genesis of forgiveness, although it is
likely that these are also influenced by complex interpersonal events. Current research identi-
fies various dimensions of forgiveness, which must be distinguished from each other, as they
differ both on the level of causes, as well as on that of effects. The observation that forgiveness
has a positive effect on mental health is not new, it is, however, only recently that compre-
hensive theories have been constructed and scientific research has been developed regarding
the relationship between forgiveness and psychopathology. Over the recent years, there has
been an increasing number of studies affirming the beneficial effects of forgiveness on a broad
spectrum of aspects of mental health and well-being, despite the lack of complete clarification
of underlying mechanisms. The positive connection between forgiveness and mental health
could be mediated through direct or indirect mechanisms interacting not only on a biological
level, but also in the psychological and social realm of human existence. One direct way could
be the avoidance of ruminative thoughts reinforcing and maintaining negative emotions such
as resentment, hatred, anger, anxiety and fear. Moreover, forgiveness cultivates empathy and
promotes altruistic forms of behavior, facilitating the preservation of relationships and protect-
ing from prolonged distress. An indirect mechanism could involve various forms of health be-
havior, interpersonal functionality and social supportive networks, factors universally accepted
as contributing to mental health. Owing to the positive influence of forgiveness on health is-
sues, various modes of intervention have been proposed and implemented using forgiveness
either independently or from within the conceptual framework of specific psychotherapeutic
methods. The aim of these interventions is to express negative emotions, to liberate the sub-
ject from the vicious circle of rumination, and to overcome resentment in a positive way. Thus,
there is an obvious need to further promote forgivingness as a subject of psychological and
psychiatric research, and to foreground findings and possible clinical psychotherapeutic ap-
plications.

Key words: Forgivingness, forgiveness, mental health, psychotherapy.
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